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whose sense of belonging 

reflects the best of being 

part of a family. I rejoice, 

but I want to challenge us 

to expand our notion of 

family so that we can more 

intentionally include sin-

gles and couples without 

children. I would like to 

challenge our sense of 

comfort in family, and in-

vite us to take the risk of a 

larger association ï com-

munity. 

 

I would suggest that many 

people are looking for a 

connection that is not nec-

essarily family, but a more 

voluntary association that 

is not without a larger pur-

pose and which requires 

I have never known a typical 

family. I did not come from 

one. I did not marry into one 

and we do not have one now. I 

believe that the statistically 

typical family, in the 50's and 

60's when I was growing up, 

was a Mom a Dad and 2.5 

kids. I was the late product of a 

second marriage and a divorce. 

However, it was my family. It 

did include a couple and their 

kids. I was almost a teenager 

before I knew that I was part 

of what would come to be 

called a blended family. 

 

At St. Paulôs, when we use 

the word ñFamilyò it refers to 

a variety of combinations, 

but most often refers to peo-

ple who live with related kids 

in one way or another. Our 

Family Ministry is focused 

on the needs of families with 

children. When people talk 

about their feelings about 

being at St. Paulôs, they often 

mention family. It feels like 

family. It feels like a place 

where I belong. 

 

I rejoice in the families with 

children who are part of St. 

Paulôs. I rejoice with those 

From The Rector,  Family Ministry in the Community of Faith 

Chapters In Church History, by Fr. Barry Woods 

England in the High and Late 

Middle Ages (1050 to 1500)  
 

In the first article in this series, 

we saw that English Christians 

had a spirit of independence 

from the earliest years. As the 

coercive power of the Roman 

Church increased, it was inevi-

table that there would be at-

tempts to assert this independ-

ence even before the Protestant 

Reformation of the sixteenth 

century.  

 

Many of these attempts were 

conflicts over the authority 

of the King versus the au-

thority of the Pope. The fa-

mous story of Henry II and 

the murder of Thomas 

aôBecket occurred in 1164 

over the authority of ecclesi-

astical courts versus the 

courts of the King. In 1351, 

Edward III limited the 

Popeôs authority to grant 

gifts of English property 

with the Statute of Provi-

sors, and in 1392 Parliament 

enacted the Statute of Prae-

munire, which hindered de-

fendantsô ability to appeal to 

the Pope in legal matters. 

Praemunire also strength-

ened 
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God has invited us to share the Abundant Life of Jesus Christ through the Church of St. Paul in the Desert by serv-

ing Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in worship.  We are a welcoming, empowering, sup-

portive community. 

John Wycliffe 
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