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need will be significant; 

both in rebuilding what has 

been lost and in recovering 

from trauma and stress. 

 

As the church of Jesus 

Christ, we are called to a 

ministry of compassion, the 

sign of Godôs love through 

us. This is perhaps one of 

the oldest signs of the 

Christian ï Compassion. 

Even before there were 

martyrs for the faith, there 

were those who engendered 

ridicule because of their 

care for the poor and even 

their willingness to bury 

the dead. I believe that we 

are called to this ministry 

of compassion. We access 

that ministry by giving  

The recent fires in San Diego 

and Lake Arrowhead have 

focused my thoughts, much 

like Katrina did two years ago. 

How we manage our response 

to disasters speaks about our 

character as a people and our 

priorities as followers of Jesus. 

 

First, neither this disaster, nor 

Katrina are a specific act of 

God aimed at punishing many 

or a few for misbehavior or 

infidelity. Both of these re-

cent examples have been as 

predictable (and predicted) as 

the hurricanes of the Atlantic 

Ocean or the Santa Ana 

winds of the Southland. That 

we cannot blame disasters on 

God, does not diminish the 

tragic impact they have on 

many people, nor should it 

affect our compassionate 

response. 

 

Unlike after Katrina, of the 

multitudes who were evacu-

ated, virtually all will be able 

to return home in the next 

few weeks. There will be 

difficulties for some of those 

who return and they will 

need support. For those who 

lost all their possessions, the 

level of support they will 
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God has invited us to share the Abundant Life of Jesus Christ through the Church of St. Paul in the Desert by serv-

ing Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in worship.  We are a welcoming, empowering, sup-

portive community. 

It was NOT your usual service at St. Paulôs.  

 

It took place on a Saturday morning, October 

6th, on the upper terrace of the gardens, and 

while it did have some of the traditional ele-

ments such as readings, prayers, a medita-

tion, and a priest presiding, on this bright 

blue sky day the focus was on nineteen of 

Godôs creatures, specifically the eighteen 

dogs and one bird, who came for the Blessing 

of the Animals. 

Pulling their owners behind them (except of 

course for the bird who rode on his ownerôs 

shoulder), a variety of canines began to arrive 

for the 10 a.m. blessing led by Mother Stepha-

nie, no stranger to this particular ceremony.  

ñThis is a pretty peaceful groupò she observed, 

recalling a blessing she led a few years back 

when a very nervous horse got loose. 

The service began with an Invitation written by 

Meister Eckhart, which in part went like this: 

Blessing of the Animals by Kathy Briski 
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