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December, 2007 

 

our desire to open our 

hearts to God. We open our 

hands to release the barriers 

to receiving Godôs love: 

our own brokenness or 

sins, our resentments 

against others, or our 

anxieties about anything. 

We let go of guilt or anger, 

pride or shame, knowing 

that God desires to heal and 

transform us. Our hands 

comfortably opened, we 

prepare to receive. 

 

In the church we teach that 

each of us receives in the 

Holy Communion the 

bread and wine trans-

formed into Christôs Body 

and Blood. That is, we re-

ceive the Risen Life of 

Open House, Open Hearts, 

Open to God 

 

This is our theme for the year 

as we learn more and more 

about the many ways we re-

ceive Godôs love and respond 

in thanks. Communion with 

Christ is our goal and openness 

is how we prepare. 

 

This fall we have had wonder-

ful experiences at ten open 

houses. These House Gather-

ings were gracious times to 

meet and to share. It is amaz-

ing how our ability to con-

nect with one another grows 

when we walk through the 

doors of someoneôs home, or 

when we open the doors in 

welcome. 

 

In the last few weeks Mother 

Stephanie and I have invited 

every worshiper to practice 

this openness as they prepare 

to receive Holy Communion. 

We would like to invite eve-

ryone to continue this if it 

supports your spiritual 

growth. 

 

The basic invitation is to 

come to Communion with 

Open Hands, representing 
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God has invited us to share the Abundant Life of Jesus Christ through the Church of St. Paul in the Desert by serv-

ing Christ in others and by gathering to praise and thank God in worship.  We are a welcoming, empowering, sup-

portive community. 

The Rt. Rev. James Mathes, Bishop of 

the San Diego Diocese, spoke at St. 

Margaretôs in Palm Desert, Tuesday, 

November 13. He divided his town hall 

meeting presentation into three parts, 1) 

Teaching mode; 2) Recent fires; and 3) 

Anglican Communion. 

 

For Part one, Bishop Mathes quoted 

from Paulôs letter to the Philippians 

which he wrote while in prison. Paulôs 

affection for the community was em-

phasized, as well as his passion for 

Christ and Christôs desire for people 

to help each other. People are to 

empty themselves of self interest and 

be passionate and share that passion 

with others. He emphasized that this 

message is as good for today as it 

was in Paulôs time. 
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The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes 
will worship with us on Sunday 
December 2.  He will preside at 
all worship, preach, and con-
firm.  He will receive and reaf-
firm those who are joining the 
Episcopal Church or are ex-
periencing renewal in their 
spiritual lives. 

  Bishop To Preside At St Paulõs 


